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Ghent.   Plan of the city, showing principal buildings and docks

The history of Ghent is closely
interwoven with that of Flanders.
It was in existence by the middle
of the 7th century, and Baldwin,
1st count of Flanders, made it one
of his strong points in 868. Dur-
ing the 13th-15th centuries Ghenu
became one of the greatest marts
of W. Europe, and the burghers,
always known for their turbulence
and independence, increased their
strength by their accumulated
wealth ; the story of the van Arte-
veldes, and the determined revolt
against Philip of Burgundy, 1448-
53, were typical of Ghent's char-
acter in those days, At the same
time the arts flourished in Ghent,
which the van Eycks made a
great centre of Flemish painting.
During the troubled times of the
16th century the city suffered
severely, especially after her sur-
renderto the duke of Parma in 1584.

In 1794 Ghent was made the
capital of the newly created French

dept. of the Schelde, but became
part of the United Netherlands in
1814, and part of Belgium in 1830.
Several treaties are named from
their having been concluded here,
notably the pacification of Ghent,
by which the N. and S. pro vs.
united against Spain in 1576, and
the peace of Ghent between Great
Britain and the U.S.A., 1814.

The city was occupied by the
Germans in the First Great War
from Oct. 12,1914, to the armistice.
In the Second Great War it was
bombed* by the Germans in May,
19-fo, falling to them on the 24th.
Railway yards and factories were
targets for Allied bombers, May-
July, 1944, and there was fighting
in and about Ghent Sept. 5-10,
before troops of the British 2nd
army liberated the city.

Gherba. Island in the Gulf of
Gabes, Mediterranean Sea, belong-
ing to France. It lies off the E.
coast of Tunis, 12 m. E.S.E. of

Sfax and S.W. of the island of
Kerkena, from which it is separ-
ated by a narrow strait. It is
10 m. in length from W. to E.,
and 5 m. from N. to S.

Ghetto (Ital.). Word trans-
lated into English as Jewry, and
meaning a part of a town inhabited
entirely by Jews. See Jewry.

GM OB GHEE (Hind, from ghar,
to drip). Clarified butter used in
the East not only for food but also
medicinally and in religious cere-
monies. The butter is heated and
skimmed or strained till it becomes
a semi-solid oil which may be kept
for years.

Ghibellines. Italian political
faction. It originated in Ger-
many, the story being that in a
fight near Weinsberg in 1140,
between the German king Conrad
III, one of the Hohenstaufen
family, and the ruler of Bavaria,
Welf, the troop of the latter called
out as a rallying cry Welf, to which
the others replied with Waiblingen,
the name of Conrad's castle. Welf
became Guelph, and Waiblingen
became Ghibelline. See Florence ;
Guelphs and Ghibellines.
, Ghiberti, LORENZO (1378-
1455). Italian artist. Born at
Florence, he early adopted the
trade of goldsmith. .His chief work
is seen in the gilded bronze doors ot
the baptistery in Florence which
consist of a series of unequalledbaR-
reliefs. One door, representing the
sacrifice of Isaac, was begun in 1403
and finished in 1424 ; the second
occupied Ghiberti until 1447, Hia
assistants included Donatello and
Paplo Uccello. Many madonnas,
small sculptural compositions, and
goldsmith's articles are attributed
to Ghiberti. As an architect he
engaged in competitions for the
design of the
Duomo. His
Comment arii
describes
works of art
in a number
of Italian
cities. He
died at Flor-
ence, Dec. 1,
1455. See
Door, and illus.

Ghika, ION (1817-97). Bu-
manian diplomatist. Grandson of
Scarlat Ghika, prince of Wallachia,
he early developed strong revolu-
' tionary principles which necessi-
tated his living in obscurity. He
became professor of mathematics
at Jassy university, and from
1853 to 1859 he was bey of Samos.
He had long been agitating for the
union of Moldavia and Wallachia,
and when this took place in 1859

Lorenzo Ghiberti,
Italian sculptor
From an old print